EXCESSIVE PRAISE

rity of Congressmen will heartily follow truth and non-violence
even to the point of death.

The writer has forgotten to mention one thing which I
should like to clarify. The words in the constitution are ' peace-
ful and legitimate \ I have no right to interpret them as truthful
and non-violent, if they don't bear that meaning. Congress has
adopted them as a policy, not as a creed. The question of my
right to retain or eliminate them does not arise. But whilst it
lasts, policy is tantamount to creed and he^ce becomes obli-
gatory. Of course, my recommendation has no meaning if
* peaceful* can be interpreted as violent and * legitimate' as
untruthful.

New Delhi, 21-9~?46              (From the original in Gujarati)

Harijan, 29-9-1946   *
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EXCESSIVE PRAISE
Thus writes an army officer to a friend:
"... And what a pity It is that, in all democratic countries^,
politicians are so ignorant of and uninterested in the army.
The army could teach them much. Is it not at least worthy of
deep thought as to why it is, that the army has held the loyalty
and affection of the man serving in it to a far greater degree*
than any other Government service ? And held it moreover
under conditions of danger and discomfort and trial far exceed-
ing those of any other service. You have a fine army and It
w,ill be finer still when your best men come forth in large num-
. bers to officer it. Find the right officers and you need have no-
fears about it. It will be second to none. But put in the wrong
officers or get it mixed up with politics and you will have a
heavy bill to pay. India is bound to have many troubled years
ahead, but I am convinced that the one thing which can pull
you through, them most quickly and with the minimum Wood*,1
shed is your present army, provided you find officers for it and,
keep politics and religious differences out of it."
It is not a matter for pity if it is true that in aH democrat^;
countries politicians are uninterested in the army. TJie pity l%
it is that they are wrongly interested in it. Tha